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couraging anarchy, he encouraged it by his conduct and
favoured it with all the forces at his command.
In his final speech of July 16, Gil Robles read the statis-
tics, positively authenticated, on acts of violence and destruc-
tion which had been committed from June 16 to July 13,
They read as follows:
Church-burnings, 10; other burnings, 19; parish priests
attacked, 9; robberies and confiscations, 11; demolition of
public crosses, 5; dead, 61; wounded, 224; hold-ups, 17;
assaults and seizure of farms, 32; confiscations of other
property, 16; assaults and burnings of political centres, 10;
bombings, 74; petardings, 58; bottles containing inflam-
mable liquids hurled at private dwellings, 7; general strikes,
15; partial strikes, 129.
This was the fearful chaos in which Spain was living.
"We are in a state of anarchy," declared the ex-Minister
Ventosa of the Catalan Lliga, " without precedent in the
history of any nation/' It was a war in which one side had
control of all the means and arms of warfare, while to the
other side was left only the sad recourse of awaiting its
annihilation.
For this state of anarchy the government was entirely to
blame. It encouraged it, to the full satisfaction of the revolu-
tionaries, who found fertile ground in it for the development
of their plans.
"Everything is progressing to our satisfaction,** pro-
claimed Claridady the Marxist daily. "We are approaching
the ultimate implications of our electoral triumph. Shall we
return to legality, as the Right demands? To what legality?
We know no law but that of revolution."
And from the stage of the Teatro Europe Largo Caballero
proclaimed that Spain was living under the sign of "Red
October." "The victory of the i6th of February was fore-
shadowed by the revolution of Octobe^ and everything we are